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Of lemons & Limequats

Discover the varieties of citrus that flourish in the Tucson area

aybe
it’s the seductive smell
of orange blossoms or
the taste of a freshly sec-
tioned grapefruit, but
somehow growing citrus
in your garden makes
living in the desert seem
€Ver 1mmore t‘nj()yablc i

fact long recognized by

desert dwellers through-

out the arid world.

The Movrs, some of the firse desers gurdeners. planted
clros i cousbvards, whese the fragrance of the blos
soms wafted through adjacent windows. Ascording ta
Grees mythology, during their journes across the desers,
the Avgois aacive] wl s godea led widh beaualul
maidens affering “galden apples * delicinne spheres
i experts now believe were oranges.

kv Tucson’s hardeore desert rats have a soft spot
mrhesr hears for oitrns. Russ Bunyow, caratos of plants
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Kumqguats

Considered by most experts w be e mast cold-lardy citnes
e, kumeuats zre consumed peel and all. Harvested aver a
Long scason (O r=April), kumg make a superb ar
vamental plant fun sasek food, wod Kller marmalde, Be
vause Gl thein small sice, Rumguaty gefonm well o pobs,
“Niyrami, " the masr camman kumquar in cultivation, produsces
sl oval fruit with a sweet ride and tart flesh from spring
through Bl *Meiwa," o variew that beass fruit with a sweee
rind and tesh, 15 D0E as commescially available as “Nogaoni.”

Limequals

Far theweirdos among us. the lmequat makes the perfeat cis
s chnice, A ross Detween e Mexican ime and the

quat, its fruit bles a small, obleng lemon. Once in
woun mouth, expect 2 slightly Jess acichic flavor than 2 Mexe
can b, mised with the mm-t]wrl af the: h:mquat. And, like
<he kumquas, you can ear the peel. You'll aeed 1 fiad cre-
ative nwes For @l the numencas limequats that will cpea No-
sember theaugh Mareh, Limengoais da nke 0 fine lime
substinuze in margaricas.
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at Tolone Chud Pack, 5 a case in poine. Ruoce is rhe sart af
waywhoisusnaliy found exwolling the virtues ula rare daiea
or some other mluable, vet nhsomw, dest plant, bt when
wour ask i about ciuus be gois @ nischievous gleam im hs
eye and sy, I youae going, w patinsemething thatin’
navise, why not hase samerhing vou can ext” Thev [ciwus’
are also ot eea bad o water s, Thesewee e golden ag-
plas of the Argonants! Resides, | dan't need an exense, 1
Justlike vitrus.”

But because of its cooler winter temperatures and
paarer sail conditons, lucson bias e Boco a commer-
cial citrvsgrowing conter, espocinl by when sompared with
e Salu Miver Valley. However. we can grow some fine cit-
sus i ona Old Pueblo backyacds, The most successtinl Tue-
son citrus gardeners choase the sight vaietios and plant
Creiz ees Do carelully chasen areas.

Vha Fse thin e consider when choosing citrus trees
s nanwhat kind of fmuevou bke to eat, buswiere vou live

18 vou live in Viol, Green Vadley, Langue Verde Valley, Rita
Ranck, Ravcho Viswosn, Sabiite, sl wrcas cust ol
Hanghton Mo, where wintes Lows cocasionally drop ine
the migh teens, kumguars, tangeniaes, and Lagelos can
work well if properly sited, Tucsonans in slightly warmer
aicroeLimates ¢an expandd their oprons ioinalade Avizons
Swerl oranges, ‘Oreblanco” and "Mdogold” grapefruir,
‘Tishon' lemons, and Bmequus.
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‘Lisnox’
Lemons

Vigoios, productive, and fairly cold tolerunt, ‘Lishon lemans
thrive here. Producing a good, high-acid lemon, son'll seon
b givicty avay bags of them to friends, asighbors, and com-
pletextrangers {Theee lies some rrarh in the ald nursery sa-
ing that home gardeners “should cnly plan oie Jeuon uee
per aoblock.”) Unbike tie Mever,  which is only mildly tan
the “Lisbon’ viclds & real puckering lemon flasar thar works
well For sevipes s diverse i lemanade, lemon b, and lemon
chicken. You won's find 2 better lenon variety for e descl

Tangelos

Tangelos. i cross betwseen o angenne and a 2eapeliul, @
the most undorusced citres in Tacsan. With thein luge Trait,
sweel-tangy Davors, and excepnonal ease of perling, what's not
e ke Furthermore, because of thoir tngorine pareniage.
rangelne rank unong, the more cold-hacdy 19pes of large-
fuited cves,
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TIPS ON CITRUS
PLANTING & CARE

location Choose o warm, suary spol, prefarably
on the seolh or west side of your home. Check the
shunling lude o good drainage. In cooler areas of
rerwn, plart citrus near wallz or buildirgs with south.
arn axzosures. I you carnot plant your frees on e
southern side of your home, site the rees naor
Suildings or wolls thet will build up reet during the
day and relzase it of night. Avold low spats, espe
ciolly near washes ond aorth“acing eraas, o5 coid
wir sinks

planting iy o hole the :ome depth anc thres s
five enes s wida as the root ball of e trea. Cut fie
container ol of the root ball and zase it inte the
plantirg hale. Dont yonk the tree ool of e cor-
sainor by its #unk  citus reale ure frogile,

best planting fimes  Afar ‘ost frost i zeoing or
aorly fall

water After planting, civruz needs regulor water.
‘ng, espacially during the Frat spring ond summes.
‘Whar yau walsr, meke aurs tha ool ball ia com-
plately soturnted  Altar astnhlishmant, mast citnus wil
lve on one good eak zer weask in summsr 0 win
Toar, o weill wnly e 1o wulee wesry 101614 duys,
frost protection On aights waer frost s ore-
dictod covnr youe trass with 6 wesn froal 2lotn o
cloth shaess. Do not loy plashe en the leaves of your
tree. Yourg lrees ore the must susceplible to frost
damage, so i o sesre freazs s pradiced, wieo the
trunk ot your small wae with pipe ‘nsulatior or cloth,
Umes and Bmons ora e most frosHender cifus so
take ealra precautions, such as wrapping the mein
trunk with lights.

fertilization Aller fie Frel yeor, lerlilize yous civue
on Valsntira's Day, Mamenel Day, and labor Day,
Use a citrus and avecade fertilizer and 2pply ac-
cording to the dicecliors on *he packoge.

pruning Cilrus nead arty minimal prining. Pruna
offer last brost. typically ofter March 15, i neces-
sury. Only prove ool decd urd cossing bionches,
and o avan oul e if you hove placked hees in
ana hole e carehd ret 1o laove exoosad boe. as
this is susceptible to swaburn,

Tangerines

Coanurally emall crwwe, ngerinee (aba mandasioe) produce
e thar 1s ezsily peeled and secnoned. Because of thew case
in pecling, tagerines e carned the common name of “sip-
per shins.” “Clementines' (aka Adgerian wngerines) & well as
CRimow! mandarins wake exesllent selenms, Rinnom i
carins have the vere sweet flavor associated with tangerine
flavored drnks sl in steres. Almost all tangenaes bear al-
termately, meaning that trees bear beavy frait one vear and o
light crop the nest Tangenines planted next e ather pes o
citras will crassepollinate resuling in an incecased vield, but
with more seexds. Although the tangerine tree withstands freer-
iy well, e Toinodoes ok Thah Tl oncs tangerines e
earfy. heginningia No h cding mestwinter enld snaps.

UROBLANGE™ & "MELOGOLD"
Grapefruits

Although sod as grapetrines, ‘Oroblanco and *Melogold ' are
technically hybrids between grapefruits and the langer pum-
melos. Forget whiat vouw might hive beand aboud paok grape-
fonin having the sweetest Tavor Croblanon ad “Melogodd®
win the sugar taste test hands down. They are simphy the sweet

Catgragelroiivarietios vou can grow in Tucson, and ey hase
the added benefit of being seedless. I vou insist on a plok-
{leshed grapetnur, chaose “Kia Ked' or "Kuby Red.
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3 TREES, 1 HOLE

ampead by the aromise of thrar fpes of

ciruz on the same ee, many neweomars

plant a Fruit Ceckiail’ citrus ee anly o
be disoppeinted when one type of fruil, usually
the Jemen, becomes dominunt ond he wifiee woi-
wliey Lecumes stunied o dis buck conpleiely. IF
you have limited space and went vorisly, con-
sithae plunting hess luas in com bela, This mathod
resnlbs in meo bubancsed producion Selaesn e
dilfarant jypes of baas Far hast reanlss, chooss
tree reas ol similar molerty ond vigor keapirg
them proned 5 o uniform 5ize 0 prevent one von-
aty from taking avar. IF you salecr carehully, you
can plan for successive ripering, whica maans
Sial you spread yaue harvest aut over < langer pe
vt rather hea beving to pick and conzame or
juice ofl your citrus within e cougle of monthz. For
axample, by slanting ar ‘Early Homlie,” o ‘Tro
wita,” nnd n “Washingtea® naval cronge in the
some hola, tha ruit will ripzn successive’y from
Octaber thrugh Agdl.

waw tosseabameragusioe con

ARIZONA SWErT
Oranges

Most Tucson gardeners shonld choose thelr oranges from
the category knowen as Avaana Sweets rather than ‘Valen-
cias arnavels. | hese aranges nelud T

a5 'Fardy Hamlin,” "Troviw,’ “Marrs,” ‘Diller,” and ‘Fineap-
ple.” Arizana Sweet oranges prel and juice well, and de-
pending on the varicty, heas fonit over alonyg peeiod (usaally
Nrnvemher=Aarch!. Snce masr Anzana Sweetvarienies bear
fruis s eardy as Ouabier, they are notas likely as “Videociss”
to suffer from frostbite,

-such varieties

A WORD ABOUT DWARF CITRUS

Guardening in sme calls for smaller
I'CIHKTJ anto ¢ /(”5 1C ;

:1r|ywhmr-. from 25

a hull of the same varicty

oited to Flying Drogon” reotsioc

5 a mature tree caly 4 to

wide. Their miniature size makes dwarf varieties ax

cellent choic confainers.
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not racuce tha size of the fruit

tree. Second, dwarl trees Grow mo

standard citrus and prod.:cu lose fruir. IF
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